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Abstract

An attempt has been made to isolate, purify and characterize an antiprotozoal compound from the fruit extract

of Flacourtia inermis. Chromatographic technique was used for the isolation and purification of the active
principle and the structural elucidation of the compound was done by spectroscopic analysis. Antiprotozoal
activity was tested by microscopic count method using fresh water protozoa and rectal ciliates of frog. The study
revealed that the purified compound belongs to the phenolic acid class and identified as 2, 3-dihydroxybenzoic
acid. Antiprotozoal assay showed that the purified compound at a concentration of 2.5 mg/ml was lethal to the
tested organisms. The study can be concluded that the fruit of Flacourtia inermis possesses 2, 3-

dihydroxybenzoic acid, which is a powerful antiprotozoal agent against fresh water protozoa and rectal ciliates of

frog.
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