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Abstract

The Wayanad landslide is more than just a geological event: it's 4 clear
and tragic sign of serious problems caused by unsustainable development,
especially the unchecked growth of tourism in fragile ecological zones, This
paper examines how economic growth driven by a form of development
focused on tourism revenue can harm natural systems, making them
vulnerable to disasters. By critically analyzing the social and economic
factors behind the surge in tourism in Wayanad, the paper argues that
the landslide serves as a strong warning against development models that
ignore ecological limits and favour short-term economic benefits over long-
term environmental health. Ultimately, it advocates for a completely new
sustainable development approach—one that protects ecological integrity,
supports local communities, and strictly limits forms of tourism that
threaten the natural resources vital to the land § prosperity.
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Development: Tourism as Panacea?

‘Development’ is arguably the most talked-over and sought-after ‘entity’ in
the contemporary world. Governments everywhere in the world proclaim
‘development’ as one of their key agendas. As the economist H.W. Arndt
once stated, ‘development’ seems to have “come to encompass almqst
all facets of the good society, everyone’s road to utopia” (Economic
Development 2). 1t designates a positive change towards the prosperity
and material well-being of a society. Professor Gilbert Rlst.contex‘lds that
‘development” itself is a buzzword whose actual meaning IS elusive, put
Which takes on a multitude of positive connotations with the underlymﬁ
assumption “that ... tomorrow things will be better, O that more

~—— L

L] .
;Ss‘ls.tant Professor & Research Guide, St. Aloysius College:
all: neethutomysac@gmail.com,

Kerala,

Edathua, Alappuzha,



essentially better” (“Development” 485). The normati

_ . ative

of the lexicon of de_velopment is so powerful that, des:?ge",mfal ppeg]
failures and destructive upshots, it continues to evoke ho 1 Previgy,
Utopia. pes for a future

Beneath the veneer of universal aspiration and optimisti AR

concept'of ‘development' is incregsingly subjggtt:(;nts(:lig? Voo, the
Thoug!: its foupdational assumptions have always been questi(:cal oy
.from dl've'rse fleciplines have particularly equated it with Westene(L = il
mdusmalxz.atlon and consumerism. This limited assumption oﬁm models of
the ecological boundaries of a finite planet, leaving power e
of a few ‘privileged’ ones. Development becomes épromisel? thf hands
an actﬁone at the expense of others through extraction, ex loi(t)rt' o
imposition. Consequently, the very idea of a singular, uni;'erszll . 1011']’ v
Eﬁl(.jh to ﬁﬁopn;e:t is being deconstructed, giving ;vay toa m(})lrzgix:::belg

ers of diverse - i irati
extend beyon%i mere matc:,nf:z:;nat:::(lz.nsml::;::tlifj)(;.a PSR i e

cslcl::lgl:lxrs,ﬂjment-xsts, and activists across the world vociferously argue that
r ; ign tz ‘cil;g:ra of development is unsustainable and irrevocably
e urgc esgand " s ﬁco;ystem. It has 'resulted in depletion of Earth’s vital
Py b ﬁ pol ution of watt?r,' air, and soil beyond recovery. Due to
i um; o b;) ective human activities like burning of the fossil fuels on
et eg;:sat ﬁ;;cale during the {ast one and half century and primarily
cpochs called the An);;rars, the earfh is said to have entered a new geological
sl s t}pocene, the age of. humans’ in which the humans
fomdatins o?u] gllca ageqts, capable of intervention in the geophysical
is dopendont € p :n;t. This has harrowing implications as life on earth
i boungz:i fide icate balance of what planetary scientists call ‘the
e ;S: . jl;iCh as mean temperature, biodiversity, stratospheric
of freshwat:zr, forest cloi'eia:t(c):n, ph(;) SPhqms and m't.rogen eyule, availabi!lty
for the existence of life ox; ear.l'hz.m P e i

Th —
Wa;e(l::;::llllt ’??vﬁg]: in climate has been referred to as “a civilizational
any delay, as it \: must be responded to with full conviction and withou!
(Klein 25)’_ Klein ould be too late to stop its harrowing consequences
‘market mme;z]s.ns that such a response must dethrone the ideology of
the previona recons 15;11 as it s this ideology which has led to breaking all
systematically sabomoegarbon emission on the one side, and on the other;
Climate scientists be ged our collective response to climate change (1 8-1.9)-
gan to unambiguously warn about the global warminé
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y', thropogenic greenhouse gas emissions in the late 1990s,
e;consolidation of neoliberalism at the global level. The first UN
t and Development (UNCED) held in Rio de

1ce on Environmen I
eiro in 1992, commonly known as Rio Earth Summit, recommended
Jan carbon emissions by 2 percent every year until 2005. But thanks

";;L" g‘ément lobbying of neoliberal think tanks and global warming
o the world went in an opposite direction which has brought it
' much grim situation where immediate “revolutionary” changes
‘fossil-fuel based economic model are required to be of any effect

This 55-56). As the climate scientist Michael Mann puts it, “There’s

: p’}ocrastination penalty when it comes to emitting carbon into the
ere” (qtd. in Klein, This 55).

mant discourse on development, particularly within regions
ing significant natural and cultural capital like Wayanad, advocates
 and commercialization of resources as a panacea for unbridled
onomic growth and social upliftment. This seductive proposition,
ever, frequently disregards the inherent ecological vulnerabilities of
as and the inherent dangers lurking in unchecked tourism that might
ly result in environmental degradation. The allure of increased
, job creation (often precarious and low-paying), and infrastructural
ment can blind policymakers and stakeholders to the long-term
cal costs associated with a rapid and often poorly planned influx
itors. This paper posits that the Wayanad landslide, in its devastating
diacy, compels a critical reassessment of this seemingly benign
opment trajectory, forcing us to confront the uncomfortable reality
certain forms of tourism, particularly when they disregard ecological
ing capacities and local contexts, can actively undermine the very

mdations of sustainability.

Vhat happened in Wayanad?

‘Sttuated high in the Western Ghats, Wayanad offers i
lend of mist-laden peaks and plunging valleys. Often swathed in
‘ethereal clouds, its hills are carpeted with tea and spice plantations, their
4 grant breezes meandering through the dense forests. Gurgling streams,
E _{I)y:ta lline _lakf’s’ de_eP ravines, lofty ridges- this rugged terrain is home
3 icnﬁ: (;h biodiversity, a sanctum sanctorum where ancient trees.smnd
i touﬁet""e"' a l.tmd steeped in natural grandeur. Wayan:.ad's attraction as
m“pleii d‘_‘Slma?lon stems from this confluence of ecological endowments
o with a.nCh socio-cultural heritage. Historically, Wayanad bears the
3 print of ancient civilizations, evidenced by prehistoric rock engravings

ts visitors a perfect
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